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to naval hospitals under psychotic diagnoses. In speaking of the British Army,
Rees wrote that "this [referring to the psychoses] is not at all a large or im-
portant group of disorders in the Army." 3 In their outpatient-department
screening, the British found only $y2 per cent (of 130,312) to be psychotic.

Comparison of civilian and Army statistics to determine whether or not mili-
tary life increased the incidence of psychoses is difficult. The few figures now
available seem to indicate a surprising difference. There appears to be two to
four or even five times greater incidence in the Army.
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These Army figures were further checked against the disability (medical)
discharges for psychoses in the Army for the same year, 1943. There were
13,591 discharges for psychoses, a rate of 219 per 100,000.
Was the incidence of psychoses in the Army actually two to five times
greater than in civilian life? The answer is probably "No." Part of the differ-
ence is to be explained by the fact that state-hospital admissions do not repre-
sent the actual rate of civilian incidence. They only represent those patients who
become so sick they cannot be cared for at home or under other auspices. Second,
the Army figures include a considerable number of men who had short-lived
psychotic episodes. In civil life these men probably would not be regarded as
sick enough for admission to a state hospital. There is, however, the probability
that the true incidence of psychoses in the Army is higher than in the same age
3 Reprinted from The Shaping of Psychiatry by WAV by John Bawlings Rees, M.D., by permis-
sion of W. W. Norton & Company, Inc. Copyright 1945 by the publishers, p. 37.
* Figures supplied by Bureau of Census, through J. C. Capt, Director, May 8, 1946.
5 Office of the Surgeon General, Medical Statistics Division, 22 May 1946.